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RTABANU S, captain of the guards of 
Xerxes, ſeeing every day the power of his 
ing after the defeats he. met wih from the Gre- 
cians, to diminiſh more and more, hoped to be 
able to ſacrifice. to his own ambition Xerxes, to- 
gether with all the royal family, and thereby 
aſcend the throne of Pera. Taking, therefore, 
advantage from the familiarity and friendſhip 
which the king allowed him, he entered in the 
night the apartment of Xerxes, and killed him. 
He then irricated the princes, ſons of Xerxes, one 
againſt the other; inſomuchꝭ that Artaxerxes, one 
of the king's ſons, cauſed Darius, his own brother, 
to be Killed; believing him the parricide, by the 
wicked infinuatiop of Artabanus. He miſſed only 
to accompliſh his deſign gf the death of Arta- 

but by various ac- 
| cidents/ (that afford the digreſfive ornaments” to 
the preſent drama) was prevented. Laſtly, he 
was not able to accomphiſh his will, the treachery 
being diſcovered, and Artaxerxes ſecured ; which 
treachery and ſecurity is the principal action of the 
fArama. * lib. 3. 2 2 1. 
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